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The International Cooperative Research Group is a division working 
within OCDC to design and implement rigorous research into the 

impact and effectiveness of cooperatives in international development. 

Cooperative development is a powerful tool used to increase equity 
and a mode of social and economic transformations shaped by 

member and local priorities and aspirations. 

 

OCDC’s commitment to equitable development underlies its decision 
establish the Research Group, which carries out research for two 

major reasons. 

 
§ 1. Establish evidence of the usefulness and impact of cooperative 

development for alleviating poverty and inclusive economic growth 

§ 2. Understand more deeply the environments and conditions in which 

cooperatives flourish – or fail to flourish – and advance the economic 
and social well-being of their members 

 

The practice of international development is increasingly prioritizing 
program design and implementation based on evidence. Therefore, 

lessons derived from this research will be applied in the design of 

cooperative development programs by OCDC members, as well as 
shared widely within the international cooperative development 

community.  

 

The Research Group is grateful for the supported of USAID through 
the Cooperative Development Program. It also works collaboratively 

with OCDC members and other research and funding partners on 

issues of common interest.  
 

 

• Rigorous design and 

application of research 

methodology 

• Design for generalization and 

applicability of results 

• Focus on bridging research 

and practice 

• Objective analysis 

• Wide dissemination of results 

Research	Approach	

Key	Themes	

• Role of cooperatives in 
alleviating poverty 

• Role of cooperatives in 

increasing equity and 

reducing inequality 

• Elements necessary for 

enhancing cooperative 

capacity and economic 
sustainability 

• Illumination of the 

comparative advantages of 

co-ops and conditions 
necessary for them 
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Research 

The Research Group conducts rigorous research on 
topics related to international cooperative 

development. Current research topics and products 

are highlighted in the right hand column. 

 
Research Dissemination 

The RG works closely with OCDC and its member 

organizations to promote cooperative development, 
communicate effectively and professionally the effects 

of cooperative research, and disseminate the empirical 

findings of RG and Cooperative Development 
Organization research. Recently the RG has 

participated in several international conferences and 

presented research methods and results. In addition, 

the RG has published blog posts, conference papers, 
and reports on its ongoing research. Recent work can 

be found on our website: www.research.coop. Our 

most recent works include: 
o Assessing Cooperative Governance Training 

Needs in Developing Countries 

o Design and Progress Report: Pilot Study in 
Poland: Examining Social, Economic and 

Community Benefits of Cooperatives 

o Globalisation is inevitable; inequality impacts are 

not! 
o The Boardroom: Why governance matters in the 

inclusive economy 

 
Knowledge Sharing 

The RG continues to work closely with OCDC member 

organizations and other research partners to 

investigate topics related to cooperative development 
and strengthening the function of and climate for 

cooperatives in developing countries. Knowledge 

sharing activities include monthly collaborative group 
meetings (a working group of project managers from 

each of the OCDC member organizations); webinars, 

and trainings for CDOs, implementers, and 
cooperatives; and broad dissemination of RG findings 

to the cooperative and international development 

communities. 

The ongoing focus 
of OCDC’s members 
is to help people in 
developing 
countries lift 
themselves from 
poverty through 
income 
development, food 
security and 

democracy building. 

Research Topic: Social and Economic Effects of 

Cooperatives on members and communities. 

This initiative seeks to measure the social and 
economic effects of cooperatives on members and 

the communities in which they function including, but 

not limited to: income, women’s economic status, 

agency, social capital, infrastructure, education, and 
health.  

Cooperative Governance  

To understand the unique governance challenges 

faced by cooperatives. A 3-stage model identifies 
specific board development needs at various stages 

of growth. These findings can be used to create a 

board training that will be tailored to the needs of 
cooperatives at various development levels. 

Research Partners: CRI; Global Communities; 

HealthPartners; Land O’Lakes; NCBA CLUSA; World 

Council of Credit Unions 

Side Selling in Ethiopia 

To assess challenges and opportunities of marketing 

malt barley by farmer-members and their primary 

cooperatives, emphasizing the extent and 
determinants of side selling. Identify possible 

mechanisms for building trust at all levels to 

encourage member loyalty to primary cooperatives 
and their unions and to the linked contract providers. 

Research Partner: Self Help Africa 

Research Topic: Processes & Policies Conducive 

to Cooperative Development 
To identify the overall legal policies and regulatory 

frameworks for agricultural cooperative development 

using four case studies. The research highlights 

commonalities and differences to develop 
recommendations for regulation policies that support 

cooperative development.   

Research Partner: EURICSE 

Enhancing Development Through Cooperatives 

To develop evidence that will provide knowledge and 

strengthen understanding of the variables that enable 
cooperatives to be successful in the market. EDC 

utilizes action research to train collect unique data. 

Cooperative Leadership Events (CLE) 
EDC hosts CLEs in countries with a strong CDO 

presence. CLEs teach cooperative development 

theory and leadership skills. Three CLEs have been 

hosted in Malawi, Uganda, and Madagascar. Three 
additional CLEs are planned for the coming year. 

Research Partners: Oxfam UK & CTA 
Photo:	NCBA	CLUSA	


