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The “What Difference Do Cooperatives Make?” (WDDCM) global study took place from 2017-
2020 in geographically diverse countries with reasonably mature cooperative movements that 
have benefitted from U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) foreign assistance. 
The study was piloted in Poland in late 2017 and implemented sequentially in Kenya, the 
Philippines and Peru. Each of the four countries selected for study (Poland, Kenya, the 
Philippines and Peru) used the same methodology and data collection instruments to facilitate 
comparisons and synthesis. These are key findings from the global study.

Key Findings

Economic incentives are key 
motivating factors to join and remain  
a cooperative member.
Cooperative members in each country report higher 
average earnings than the national averages.  
They are more likely to belong to average- and  
above-average income groups and less likely to be poor 
and very poor. Many cooperative members attribute their 
relative prosperity and economic well-being to their  
cooperative membership.

The economic status of women 
improves considerably by belonging to 
a cooperative.
While the prevalence of women in cooperatives and 
cooperative leadership varies by country, across all 
countries, cooperatives are viewed as an economically 
empowering opportunity for members. In addition to the 
financial benefits earned, women laud their cooperatives 
for capacity-building opportunities such as financial 
education and training, which have improved their 
economic decision-making.

Cooperative members demonstrate 
higher levels of trust in their community 
than non-members, which speaks

to the potential of the cooperative 
model for building strong and healthy 
democratic communities.
Social capital was measured in the WDDCM global study 
through proxy variables such as trust, social networks 
and resilience during crises. Strong social networks were 
related to more possibilities of economic support during 
moments of crisis.

Cooperatives are regarded as positive 
players in the local economy, highly 
valued for their potential to attract 
investors, create jobs, and support 
infrastructure improvements and 
business development.
These benefits are acknowledged by both members  
and nonmembers. Cooperatives support other indicators 
of social well-being through the provision of health and 
education benefits to their members and the  
wider community.

Cooperatives have strong potential 
to serve as the backbone of post-
COVID-19 economic recovery plans.
The vast cooperative network, its proven track record 
and inherent resilience together position cooperatives to 
be key actors in building back economies post-pandemic 
and assisting countries to achieve their economic and 
social well-being goals.
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